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Lights Out: A Cyberattack, a Nation Unprepared, Surviving the Aftermath 
By: Koppel, Ted  
TK1025 .K67 2015 
 
Review from: Library Journal    April 15, 2016  
Former Nightline anchor Koppel here investigates the vulnerability of the American power grids. Koppel, whose access to 
sources is unrivaled, demonstrates how an individual or small group armed with laptops could cause chaos by taking down 
America's most critical infrastructure network. Failure of the power grids means more than the lights going out. Koppel makes 
it personal by analyzing the pragmatic problems that the aftermath of a sustained outage would bring-lack of access to clean 
water, toilets that don't flush, no refrigeration, dwindling medical supplies, and much more. To top it off, high-ranking 
government officials do not seem to find the matter as pressing as Koppel believes they should… 

 

Radium and the Secret of Life 
By: Campos, Luis A.       
QD181.R1 C36 2015 eBook 
 
Review from: Choice   November 01, 2015  
Discovered in 1898 by Marie Curie and Pierre Curie, radium was first heralded as a wonder element, a miraculous key for 
unlocking the secrets of life, and a research tool that could greatly advance medicine. Radium not only caused mutations of 
genes (and thereby alteration of species) but also became a symbol for transmutation, disintegration, and decay in general. Its 
effects could be disfiguring and deadly as well as lifesaving. In four revealing case studies, Campos explores radium as a vitalizer 
(as associated with life-producing "radiobes"), a stimulant (e.g., in botany, as inducing and directing evolution), as a mutagen 
(in studies of fruit flies and plants), and as an analytical tool (as used to mutate genes). He argues that radium cast the history 
of genetics "in an entirely new light" and even engendered a shift in the meaning of mutation itself... 
 

In the Blood: Understanding America's Farm Families  
By: Wuthnow, Robert 
HT421 .W876 2015 
 
Review from: Choice   March 01, 2016 
This qualitative study of family farmers in the US follows the author's quantitative examination of small towns in rural America, 
Small-town America: Finding Community, Shaping the Future. He conducted lengthy interviews with 200 farmers and 50 
community leaders selected from clusters of counties in four agricultural regions: the corn belt, the cotton belt, the wheat belt, 
and truck and dairy areas. The farmers were chosen from strata from each county cluster based on the size of the farm 
operation. The result is a comprehensive picture of issues important to farmers, including family, neighbors, religion, 
technological change, and commodity markets. Compelling is the discussion of competition for land and how it affects 
relationships with both family and neighbors… 

 
Life's Engines : How Microbes Made Earth Habitable 
By: Falkowski, Paul G.  
QR13 .F35 2015 eBook  
 
Review from: Choice   November 01, 2015 

Life's Engines would be an excellent basis for a general education course in biology. A pleasure to read, the book touches on 
virtually every topic covered in a college biology curriculum by seamlessly weaving concepts with personal anecdotes and 
analogies. Presenting scientific facts and the fascinating history of their discovery, Falkowski, intersperses evolutionary theory 
with biochemistry, ecology, microbiology, molecular biology, anatomy, and even anthropology and economics. He also presents 
a fact-based, nonpolitical vision for the future of biotechnology… 
 

Electing the Senate: Indirect Democracy Before the Seventeenth Amendment 
By: Schiller, Wendy J. and Charles Stewart III 
JK1965 .S45 2015 
 
Review from: Choice   June 01, 2015  
Political dysfunction is frequently blamed on institutional design. In post-Reconstruction America, progressive reformers sought 
to wrest control of political institutions from the political party machines and wealthy interests that, they believed, were 
corrupting American politics and blocking progressive policies. Arguably their most important achievement was the 
Seventeenth Amendment to the US Constitution. Prior to the amendment, senators were selected by state legislatures. 
Reformers argued that direct election would minimize the corrupting influence of parties and money in the Senate. Despite the 
gravity of this reform, political science largely ignored pre-Seventeenth Amendment selection of senators. Schiller and Stewart 
develop a database of breathtaking proportions to provide insight into the politics of indirect election…  
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Confronting Contagion: Our Evolving Understanding of Disease 
By: Santer, Melvin   
RA643 .S356 2015 eBook 
 
Review from: Choice   April 01, 2015 
This interesting, scholarly work traces the history of disease contagion theory. Santer explains that this is not a "linear narrative 
history." He has instead focused on "historical episodes ... to understand the origins of the arguments that justify the various 
causes." The book begins with the contributions of individuals from ancient times, for example, Hesiod (c. 700 BCE), and Galen 
(129-99 AD). Later chapters discuss Leeuwenhoek (1632-1723), and Pasteur (1822-95) along with German medicine, including 
the roles played by Rudolf Virchow (1821-1902) and Robert Koch (1843-1910). John Snow (1813-58) identified London's Broad 
Street pump as the source for cholera, making an important contribution to the field of public health. Progress in medicine had 
remained stagnant for centuries, with the imbalance of the four humors, phlegm, blood, yellow bile, and black bile, serving as 
the basis for illness… 
 

The Student's Survival Guide to Research 

By: McAdoo, Monty L. 
ZA3075 .M43 2015   
 
Review from: Voice of Youth Advocates  February 15, 2015 
This step by step reference book assumes the reader is a beginner researcher and meticulously walks the user through the 
steps that should be taken before in the process of actually writing a term paper. After an introduction to the research process 
and a discussion of how sources should be vetted for validity, the book suggests taking advantage of knowledgeable experts 
like librarians and teachers to get some general guidance up front. Advice on stress and delaying tactics here is on target. Taking 
notes and citing sources properly are thoroughly covered as are techniques for integrating a computer into the process. Specific 
chapters about libraries and librarians, assessing the parameters of the assignment, the topic selection process, and 
understanding the types of sources that exist and how to access them are followed by a guide to search strategies (Boolean 
searches, and broadening versus narrowing terms) and evaluation of the resulting documents for relevance and accuracy… 
 

Physics: Curiosities,Oddities, and Novelties 
By: Kimball, John 
QC24.5 .K56 2015 eBook  
  
Review from: Choice   September 01, 2016 
This book presents unusual, fascinating aspects of physics in areas ranging from classical physics to quantum mechanics, particle 
physics, and Einstein's theory of relativity. A highlight is the easy language in which concepts are presented, making the text 
accessible to general readers and lower-level students. Kimball includes a few simple equations, some of which are expressed 
in words instead of symbols for improved comprehension. Despite the author's emphasis on simplicity, the book provides 
information that will engage even highly qualified physicists. Kimball draws from scientific history to reveal curious facts, such 
as Newton's difficulty calculating the mass of the moon and that Aristotle believed women had fewer teeth than men, but never 
bothered to check… 

 
Hitler's Last Days: The Death of the Nazi Regime and the World's Most Notorious Dictator 
By: O'Reilly, Bill 
DD247.H5 O735 2015 
 
Review from: Booklist   October 15, 2015 
As he has done with previous titles, O'Reilly here adapts his adult book Killing Patton (2014) for young adult readers. Focusing 
on the events around Hitler's death, O'Reilly details the military positions, battles, and decisions of the leaders. Dates at the 
beginning of each chapter and his use of the present tense throughout the book add immediacy to the narrative and heighten 
suspense. Historical photographs pack the pages, which amplify the text and add to the book's appeal. Finally, the writing is 
clear and lively, and the narrative is gripping enough that reluctant readers might be willing to give this a try… 
 

Nurses Making Policy: From Bedside to Boardroom 
By: Patton, Rebecca M., Margarete L. Zalon, and Ruth Ludwick 
RT89 .N7633 2015 eBook  
 
Review from: Doody's Reviews  March 01, 2015 
This book is the first of its kind to illustrate how nurses at all levels -- bedside to corporate boards -- influence and shape policy. 
How policies are made and how crucial the nursing viewpoint is in today's healthcare revolution comes across in easy-to-read 
chapters. This book is the first of its kind to illustrate how nurses at all levels -- bedside to corporate boards -- influence and 
shape policy. How policies are made and how crucial the nursing viewpoint is in today's healthcare revolution comes across in 
easy-to-read chapters. Graduate nursing students, RN to BSN students, RNs, and leaders of state and specialty nursing 
associations are the intended audience. This is truly a teaching text.…   
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