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Life in the Dark: Illuminating Biodiversity in the Shadowy Haunts of Planet Earth 
By: Fenolio, Danté 
QH546 .F46 2016 
 
Review from: Choice    November 01, 2016 

"You thought I should find nothing but ooze ... and I've discovered a new world!" This quote from H. G. Wells's In the Abyss 
comes to mind when reading Fenolio's Life in the Dark. The book is a visually enchanting compendium of high-quality 
photographs revealing a world that is typically unobserved by most people. Fenolio, a prolific author, is currently director of 
conservation and research at the San Antonio Zoo. The book is organized into seven chapters, each representing a "dark 
habitat." Titles include "The Deep Sea," "Dark Freshwater Habitats," "Fossorial Wildlife," "Subterranean Life," and, the most 
fascinating, "The Parasites Within." The photographs, taken by the author, are quite compelling--this reviewer could hardly 
take her eyes off the pages… 

 

The Handy Communication Answer Book 
By: Sergy, Lauren       
P211 .S455 2017 eBook  
 
Review from: Library Journal   May 15, 2017 
Sergy, a writer, professional speaker, public speaking coach, and LJ reviewer, explores modern society's emphasis on public 
speaking and academic, business, social, and computer-based communication involving nonverbal, verbal, and written 
methods. Beginning with early history (Sumeria, 3300 BCE), she covers general and practical usage information about writing, 
public speaking, communication within specific and academic circles, and equipment and technology. In question-and-answer 
format, as with other titles in the "Handy Answer Book" series, the content is succinct and accurate, with examples taken from 
current events… 
 

Seven Brief Lessons on Physics 
By: Rovelli, Carlo 
QC24.5 .R68313 2016 
 
Review from: Choice   October 01, 2016  
This little book should appeal to all individuals, even those with a minor interest in the ideas and challenges that engage today's 
physicists. Rovelli provides seven short chapters, which center around individual topics that particularly pique the author's 
interests. These topics include Einstein's relativity theories, quantum physics, the cosmos, elementary particles, loop quantum 
gravity (the author's specialty) and the nature of space, probability, time and heat, and human nature and consciousness. The 
book's style is deft, personal, and lighthearted. Overall, it is meant to appeal to a general audience. While reveling in the 
mysteries of the world, Rovelli foresees the end of civilization, due to the damage humans cause to both the environment and 
the climate… 
 

Pandora's Lab: Seven Stories of Science Gone Wrong 
By: Offit, Paul A.  
Q172.5.E77 O34 2017 eBook  
 
Review from: Booklist   March 15, 2017  
Offit, a pediatrician and virology expert, takes us through the history of science from a rather unusual perspective: exploring 
notable examples of scientific developments with ultimately disastrous consequences. Take the opium poppy: first distilled as 
a pain medication about six millennia ago by the Sumerians, it was embraced as a general-purpose medicine by the Greeks, the 
Romans, and the Chinese. A German company used it to produce aspirin, still a respected pain reliever. But the same company 
also created another miracle drug from the opium poppy; they called it heroin (based on the word heroic). And that led to 
morphine and oxycodone, products designed to relieve suffering, not kill millions… 
 

The Next Pandemic: On the Front Lines Against Humankind's Gravest Dangers 
By: Khan, Ali 
RA441 .K58 2016  
 
Review from: Choice   October 01, 2016 
The outbreaks of Ebola and Zika may have hogged the headlines in recent years, but these are not the only threats to worldwide 
health. Khan, formerly a member of the Epidemic Intelligence Service, describes the most notorious, recent infectious diseases 
and discusses their potential virulence and their ability to spread. Most of these diseases (e.g., Ebola) originate as zoonotic 
infections carried by a variety of animals living in close proximity to humans. Respiratory infections, a variety of influenza strains, 
and coronaviruses, which originate in animals and can spread to humans, are all easily transmittable. Most of these diseases 
derive from the Middle East or Far East, but the ease of travel allows movement anywhere within the span of a few hours or 
days… 



Cloud Computing 
By: Ruparelia, Nayan B. 
QA76.585 .R87 2016 eBook  
 
Review from: Choice    December 01, 2016 
This book explains cloud computing in a manner that helps users learn when to use and select a cloud service. After an 
introductory chapter, the author presents five different types of cloud computing: Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS), Platform 
as a Service (PaaS), Software as a Service (SaaS), Business Process as a Service (BPaaS), and Information as a Service (INaaS). 
The book discusses key topics, which include the benefits of cloud computing, cloud vendor pricing structures, security issues, 
case studies examining the various types of cloud computing, practical aspects of using the cloud, and new concepts of cloud 
patterns and cells… 
 

In a Different Key: The Story of Autism 
By: Donvan, John and Caren Zucker    
RC553.A88 D67 2016   
 
Review from: Booklist   December 01, 2015 
Autism is a complex, challenging condition. Its history has been smudged by confusion and controversy. Donvan, a 
correspondent at ABC News, and Zucker, a TV producer with ABC and PBS and the mother of an autistic son, use stories of 
patients, parents, researchers, activists, physicians, psychologists, educators, and courtroom battles to illustrate how ways of 
thinking about autism have oscillated during the past 70 years. Many influential characters in the field are portrayed. Various 
treatments to address autism are chronicled… 
 

Surveying the Skies: How Astronomers Map the Universe 
By: Wynn-Williams, Gareth 
QB44.3 .W9 2016 eBook 
 
Review from: Choice   January 01, 2017 
As the time scales for most astronomical events are much longer than that of human life, research in astronomy has relied on 
large surveys to illuminate the nature of stars and galaxies. For example, surveys have enabled researchers to determine that 
young massive stars tend to be hot and blue, whereas stars of low mass are cool and red. Nearby galaxies might be elliptical or 
spiral in shape, while distant objects are obviously evolving with time. In each case, discovering these facts has enabled a deeper 
understanding of the physical conditions prevailing in these objects. This work is a masterful summary of the history of surveys 
at all wavelengths in astronomy, detailing the major advances supported by modern technology… 

 
The Inevitable: Understanding the 12 Technological Forces That Will Shape Our Future 
By: Kelly, Kevin 
RT82 .R44 2017 
 
Review from: Choice   October 01, 2017 
Technology "out of control" is a common ideology and as such is self-reinforcing and obfuscates the social causes and 
consequences of, in this case, technological change. This popular book is another in a long line of technologically determinist 
works--in this case, positive and enthusiastic--about trends primarily in information, communication, and computing 
technologies. (The alternative is the jeremiad or doomsday model.) The "larger forces" shaping the "inevitable future" are often 
resisted by individuals, cultures, and regulations and displaced by competing technologies. Basic models of technological 
change, innovation, and diffusion inside organizations, in communities, and in relation to nation-states are absent. For example, 
the idea that decentralization is inevitable flies in the face of technological choices that centralize decision making in 
organizations and long-standing subtle scholarship on technology and power at various levels… 
 

Understanding fibromyalgia: An Introduction for Patients and Caregivers 
By: Ali, Naheed 
RC927.3 .A45 2016 eBook 
 
Review from: Choice   January 01, 2017 
This is a welcome read for individuals and families facing the diagnosis of fibromyalgia. Ali, a medical doctor, takes great pains 
to describe fibromyalgia, clarifies that the text is only a reference, and encourages readers with physical concerns and questions 
to seek medical attention. He acknowledges that fibromyalgia, often misunderstood, is assumed to be an "in one's mind" 
condition. Readers learn that although the condition was described as early as 400 BC, a formal diagnosis was not accepted by 
the medical establishment until 1987. There is no definitive diagnostic test for fibromyalgia, but several hematological tests are 
common, including a complete blood count, sedimentation rate, and T3 and T4 levels. Ali effortlessly compares and contrasts 
fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue syndrome, noting that fibromyalgia is associated with pain, and chronic fatigue syndrome is 
associated with tiredness and inflammation… 


