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Pax Romana: War, Peace and Conquest in the Roman World 
By:  Goldworthy, Adrian 
DG276 .G65 2016 
 
Review from:  Choice  April 1, 2017 
Goldsworthy begins with the founding of Rome and continues for the next thousand or so years, up to the fall off the 
empire in the West and beyond. There is very little about ancient Rome or the ancient world, generally, that is not in 
this book somewhere. Yet it is an easy read and will be useful to anyone who has had a Western civilization course. 
 

1956: The World in Revolt 
By:  Hall, Simon 
D842.5 .H34 2016 
 
Review from:  Booklist  August 1, 2016 
Hall deals with the remarkable year of 1956 on the British, American, and world fronts in this nicely written account of 
opposition to established authority (and resistance often brutal to that dissent). Hall utilizes a variety of sources to tell 
his story, beginning with the Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott that started late in 1955 and including the events in 
Algeria and the Middle East (the Suez Crisis is covered in depth), as well as in Hungary, Poland, Cyprus, and much of 
Europe. Hall does a workmanlike job in putting it all together. 
 

The Great Cowboy Strike: Bullets, Ballots and Class Conflicts in the American West 
By:  Lause Mark 
F596 .L415 2017 
 
Review from:  PW Annex Reviews October 9, 2017 
Lause (Free Labor), professor of history at the University of Cincinnati, upends the mythic figure of the stoic, 
independent cowboy. This is great news for scholars who are interested in how the American West became what it is. 
Lause builds on fellow historians' analyses of the role of racial violence in the settlement of the West by highlighting 
how class conflict provoked hostilities when rich white landowners schemed to increase their profit margins. Lause 
clearly demonstrates that collective action, rather than staunch individualism, ruled the American West. 
 
 

Collapse and Revival: Understanding Global Recessions and Recoveries 
By:  Kose, M. Ayhan and Terrones, Marco E. 
HB3722 .K67 2015  eBook 
 
Review from:  Choice  July 1, 2016 
Kose and Terrones seek to describe what a global recession is, how it originates, and what policy makers can do about 
it. They hone in on four recent episodes--1975, 1982, 1991, and 2009--to illustrate the pattern of recovery that followed 
the economic collapse in each case. In each case, the ensuing recovery entailed rising consumption, investment, and 
trade. The 2009 episode proved to be particularly obdurate, however: it was highly synchronized, with several countries 
enmeshed in recession simultaneously; the financial crisis that precipitated the collapse was exceptionally severe; sharp 
uncertainty stifled the nascent recovery; and developed-country governments adopted divergent fiscal and monetary 
policies. Policy makers are thus enjoined to ensure that they monitor financial stability closely, maintain adequate policy 
room to maneuver, and coordinate policies internationally during recessions. 
 

A History of America in Ten Strikes 
By: Loomis, Erik 
HD5324 .L56 2018  eBook 
 
Review from:  Booklist  September 15, 2018 
This concise history, seen through the lens of 10 labor strikes from the nineteenth century on, uses those encounters 
between capitalists and workers to tell a broader and very sad story. Heading each chapter with what amounts to a 
moral lesson elucidated by each labor action, Loomis, provides an edifying look at the abuse of power in America that 
is evocative of Howard Zinn's People's History of the United States (1980). Loomis offers sections that underscore the 
critical roles played by women and by blacks and other minorities, radicals, and common laborers. The recurring motif 
is the role of government as an intervening force between management and labor, usually, and decisively, in favor of 
the former. The role of Ronald Reagan in crushing the air-controllers' strike, Loomis argues forcefully, is critical to the 
precipitous decline, even virtual disappearance, of labor unions. Loomis provides a useful appendix that encapsulates 
150 moments in labor history. 



 
America’s Snake: The Rise and Fall of the Timber Rattlesnake 
By:  Levin, Ted 
QL666.O69 L495 2016  eBook 
 
Review from:  Choice  January 1, 2017 
Levin is an award-winning nature writer and a former Bronx Zoo zoologist. His present work is the outgrowth of a 
lifelong interest in snakes, in this case, an endangered species. This is autecology at its best, a blend of well-written 
natural history and the more technical side, combined with anecdotes about those who have studied this species, 
especially over the last 50 years. The work is well researched and nicely illustrated with inked drawings. Readers are 
left with the sense that they fully understand the biology of a pit viper and its beauty, often underappreciated.  
 
 

Caring for Autism: Practical Advice from a Parent and Physician 
By:  Ellis, Michael A. and Ellis, Lori Layton  
RJ506.A9 E4445 2018 
 
Review from:  Library Journal  January 1, 2018 

Practical advice from not only a physician trained in ASD but one who has a child with ASD at home. Ellis 
knows firsthand of what he speaks when advising parents about difficulties with family life, diagnosis, 
treatment choices, education, and parenting. The author also includes a chapter by his wife discussing the 
mother's point of view of raising three children and the challenges presented when the oldest has ASD. A 
must-read for those who have a child diagnosed with ASD, their families, and caregivers. 
 

Horses of the World 
By:  Rousseau, Elise 
SF278 .R6813 2017 
 
Review from:  Booklist  September 15, 2017 
Cleverly designed and handsomely illustrated, this encyclopedia of horse breeds will serve nicely both on the reference 
shelf and as a desktop companion for equine enthusiasts. Breeds are arranged by country within broad geographic 
areas. Each entry provides nontechnical, field-guide-type description (e.g., broad chest, a very muscular croup, and 
strong legs), followed by distribution, origins, character, attributes, uses, and current status. Both domestic and extant 
wild horses are included. Although this is published for adult readers, more than 400 richly colored photographs and 
illustrations will likely attract and hold the interest of young readers as well. 
 
 

Hero Dogs: How a Pack of Rescues, Rejects, and Strays Became America's Greatest Disaster-Search Assets 
 
By:  Melville, Wilma and Lobo, Paul 
SF428.73 .M45 2019 
 
Review from:  Publisher’s Weekly November 19, 2018 
Melville, a canine search-and-rescue handler who was inspired to launch the National Disaster Search Dog Foundation 
after volunteering to help look for Oklahoma City bombing survivors in 1995, shares the struggles of establishing and 
maintaining the organization. The organization made great strides in terms of producing highly trained animals, but 
struggled to attract support until 9/11 showed the necessity of its work. Melville recounts how the dogs assisted with 
the nail-biting search for survivors in lower Manhattan's wreckage. It makes for a harrowing, often heartbreaking, yet 
inspirational tale as Melville explores the small victories and wrenching losses of the dogs' much-needed work. 
 
 

Fly Girls: How Five Daring Women Defied All Odds and Made Aviation History  
By:  O’Brien, Keith 
TL539 .O27 2018   eBook 
 
Review from:  Booklist  July 1, 2018 
Air races captivated the nation during the 1920s and 1930s, and few participants drew more attention than the female 
pilots who challenged the male-dominated field. O'Brien focuses on five of those women: Ruth Elder, Ruth Nichols, 
Louise Thaden, Florence Klingensmith, and Amelia Earhart. In profiling these aviatrixes he explores their flying careers 
from the beginning. Although Earhart's story has been recounted numerous times, the addition of the other female 
pilots makes for a more thorough and enjoyable read that should appeal to readers interested in history, aviation, and 
women's achievements. 


